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Abstract— This study discusses about single-pump Fiber Optical Parametric Amplifier (FOPA) bandwidth based on Four-

wave Mixing (FWM). The wider bandwidth of the gain spectrum of FOPA is one of promising feature nowadays. We has 

simulates the FOPA in the Optisystem software and analyze the effects of dispersion, dispersion slope and effective area to 

the bandwidth. The bandwidth is varies as we varies the value of parameter mention before and the widest bandwidth 

recorded by is 100 nm.  

Keywords— Four-Wave Mixing; Fiber Optic Parametric Amplifier; Zero-Dispersion Wavelength. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Four-wave mixing (FWM) occurs when a light of two or more with different wavelength have been launched into the fiber [1]. 
Figure 1 shows the phenomenon of FWM. When the lights have been launched, new waves will be raised that known as an 
idler. Idler also has a different wavelength compared to the light that have been launched in the fiber [2]. The operation system 
in the zero dispersion wavelength is one of the aspect to realize the high speed delivery in order to prevent the degradation that 
cause by chromatic dispersion [3]. Fiber optical parametric amplifier (FOPA) is one of the FWM application. FOPA is widely 
used in order to obtain high gain and large bandwidth [4]. FOPA have the potential in providing wider bandwidth either one or 
two pumps [5]. FOPA play a vital role for future fiber optical amplifiers because of their high gains, broad gain bandwidth and 
relatively low noise figure [6]. The highest gain achieve by the FOPA is 70dB [7]. In order to obtain the wide gain, it is 
essential to having the higher nonlinearity of the optical fiber itself. This is the reason why we were choosing the highly 
nonlinear fiber (HNLF) in this study. The combination of parametric gain and Raman have provided a 200nm bandwidth [8]. 
The FOPA bandwidth recently has been analyzed using cascaded structure with 80 nm bandwidth achieved [9]. Other than 
that, the cascaded FOPA is having the optical bandpass filter between two fiber in order to obtain high gain and wider 
bandwidth [10]. The single pump FOPA has been chosen because of the less complexity and low cost. In this study, we 

mailto:ge150077@siswa.uthm.edu.my
mailto:shahida@uthm.edu.my
mailto:ge140092@siswa.uthm.edu.my
mailto:ge140105@siswa.uthm.edu.my


The National Conference for Postgraduate Research 2016, Universiti Malaysia Pahang 

 

369 

 

demonstrate the FOPA using HNLF in Optisystem software. The parameter like dispersion, dispersion slope and effective area 
are varies in order to see the changes in bandwidth.  
 

2. THEORY 
 

 

Four-wave mixing (FWM) is third-order nonlinearity in optical fiber. When the wavelength channels are located near the zero-

dispersion wavelength, the new idler light will arise with the same spacing between the pump and signal between the pump 

light.  

 

                                                                               𝑓idler =  𝑓pump1 
+ 𝑓𝑝𝑢𝑚𝑝2

− 𝑓signal               (1) 

 

These idler will travel along with the original waves and will grow at the expense of the signal-strength depletion. The pump 

light must near the zero-dispersion wavelength in order to achieve phase-matching condition. The idler power decreases as the 

channel spacing become is widen, due to high group velocity mismatch.  

 

𝑃idler(𝐿) =  𝜂(𝒟𝜅)2𝑃pump(0)𝑃signal(0)exp (−𝛼𝐿),                       (2) 

 

where L is the length of the fiber, α is the attenuation of the fiber, η is the efficiency of the four-wave mixing and Ɗ is the 

degeneracy factor, which has the value of 3 or 6 for two waves mixing or three waves mixing, respectively. The nonlinear 

interaction constant κ is 

 

𝜅 =  
32𝜋3𝜒1111

𝑐𝑛2𝜆
(

𝐿𝑒𝑓𝑓

𝐴𝑒𝑓𝑓
)               (3) 

 

where 𝜒1111 is the third nonlinear susceptibility, n2 is the refractive index of the fiber, Leff is the effective length of the fiber and 

Aeff is the effective cross-sectional area of the fiber. The nonlinear coefficient γ is  

 

𝛾 =  
2𝜋𝑛2

𝜆𝐴𝑒𝑓𝑓
 .              (4) 

 

The phase matching Δκ depends on the fiber dispersion, channel spacing and the fiber length [11]. The equation is given as 

follow 

 

∆𝑘 =  
2𝜋𝜆2

𝑘

𝑐
Δ𝑓𝑖𝑘Δ𝑓𝑗𝑘 [𝐷𝑐 + 

𝜆2
𝑘

2𝑐
(Δ𝑓𝑖𝑘 + Δ𝑓𝑗𝑘)

𝑑𝐷𝑐(𝜆𝑘)

𝑑𝜆
]             (5)  

 

where Δ𝑓𝑖𝑘 = |𝑓𝑖 −  𝑓𝑘| is the channel spacing, Dc is the fiber dispersion, 
𝑑𝐷𝑐

𝑑𝜆
 is the dispersion slope and 𝜆𝑘 is the wavelength 

corresponding to the wave at frequency 𝑓𝑘. 

 

3. FWM SYSTEM 
 

The simulation setup is shown in Figure 2. The continuous wave (CW) pump is used because of the gain saturation can be 

reached for low signal input power [12]. The pump wavelength is 1542 nm. The signal laser wavelength is tuned in range 1450 

- 1650 nm. The pump laser power is 36 dBm and for the signal laser at -36 dBm. The polarization controller is used in the 

simulation model in order to keep the polarization between the pump and signal laser coincides. Five RF frequencies at 

105MHz, 325MHz, 1000MHz, 3150MHz and 10GHz will connected to the phase modulator in order to suppress the 

stimulated Brillouin scattering (SBS) [13]. The zero dispersion wavelength is set at 1541 nm. When λp – λ0 = 1 nm , the gain 

bandwidth is believed to be large [14].  

 

The dispersion and the dispersion slope are set at value near zero so that phase matching can easily happen. The value is vary 

in order to observe the changes of the bandwidth enlargement. The dispersion parameter is varied from 0.5 to 1 ps/nm
2
/km. 

While, the dispersion slope is varied from 1 to 0 ps/nm
2
/km. The FWM process becomes significance when the fiber dispersion 

is small.  

 

Subsequently, the effective area of the fiber core is varied. This is because the efficiency of the FWM is also depends on the 

effective area. The effective area is varied from 10.7, 11.6 and 21µm
2
. By varying the effective area, the nonlinear coefficient 

is varied. As stated in (4), small effective area provide high nonlinear coefficient. The length of the highly nonlinear fiber 

(HNLF) is 0.20 km with the attenuation is 0.2 dB/km. The output spectrum is observed by using optical spectrum analyser 

(OSA). 
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Figure 1: FWM phenomenon in optical fiber 
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4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
  
The output in optical spectrum analyzer shows the spectrum arise in the optical fiber. The idler arise along the fiber. The 
interaction of the pumps and signal light that produce an idler has been satisfied in this investigation. Figure 3 shown the idlers 
arise at the same spacing between each other.   

The gain graph has been observed in order to see the bandwidth enlargement. Firstly, we observed through vary the dispersion. 
Figure 4 indicate the bandwidth enlargement when the dispersion was varied from 0 to 1 ps/nm/km. The other parameters 
remain unchanged. FOPAs have a wider bandwidth of the gain spectrum because of the phase-matching condition. 

The dispersion slope value also has been varied. The value of dispersion slope was changed to 0, 0.031, and 0.5 ps/nm
2
/km. As 

shown in Figure 5, it clearly specified the FWM gain when exchanging the dispersion slope. The smaller the value of the 
dispersion slope will provide the smaller value of phase matching. As we know, the value of phase matching is advised to be 
near zero. As we saw in the figure, the bandwidth of 0 dispersion slope is broader compare to the dispersion slope 1.  

The dispersion and dispersion slope is related to each other in term of phase matching condition. This is why the smaller value 
of the dispersion and dispersion slope will provide the wider bandwidth of the gain spectrum.  

As mention before, the effective area of the fiber also play an important role towards the enlargement of the gain bandwidth. 
By having the smaller value of the effective area will provide the higher nonlinearity to the optical fiber. The gain of the 
smaller effective area is not only has a wider bandwidth; it also has higher gain compare to the larger effective area. As we 
know, the smaller core size of HNLF is necessary to suppress the SBS that generated by the pump light of FOPA [15]. In 
Optisystem software, we can change the nonlinearity of the fiber by changing the value of effective area. Figure 6 clarifies the 
enlargement of the bandwidth when the effective area of the fiber becomes smaller.  

 

5. CONCLUSION 

 

In conclusion, the magnitude of fiber dispersion, dispersion slope and effective area effect FWM bandwidth. By optimizing 

the parameters, the bandwidth of the FWM is enlarged up to 100 nm in this study.  The dispersion and dispersion slope value 

near to zero result in a large FWM bandwith. While for the effective area, a smaller of it will provide a larger bandwidth.  
 

Figure 2: The simulation model in Optiwave Software 
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Figure 3 : Spectrum of FWM in the optical fiber 
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Figure 4 : The gain bandwidth graph for varying the dispersion of the optical fiber 
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Figure 5 : The gain bandwidth graph for varying the dispersion slope of the optical fiber 
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Figure 6 : The gain bandwidth graph for varying the effective area of the optical fiber 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

This work have supported by research supporting grant scheme (RSGS) [Vot U102] and partly sponsored by the Centre for 

Graduate Studies UTHM 

REFERENCES 

[1] P. L. Kelley, I. P. Kaminow, and G. G. P. Agrawal, Nonlinear fiber optics. 2001. 

[2] O. Aso, M. Tadakuma, and S. Namiki, “Four-wave mixing in optical fibers and its applications,” Furukawa Rev., vol. 

19, no. 19, pp. 63–68, 1999. 

[3] K. Inoue, “Four-Wave Mixing in an Optical Fiber in the Zero-Dispersion Wavelength Region,” J. Light. Technol., 

vol. 10, no. 11, pp. 1553–1561, 1992. 

[4] S. Moro, E. Myslivets, N. Alic, J. M. C. Boggio, J. R. Windmiller, J. X. Zhao, A. J. Anderson, and S. Radic, 

“Synthesis of equalized broadband gain in one-pump fiber-optic parametric amplifiers,” 2009 Conf. Opt. Fiber 

Commun., vol. 0, pp. 3–5, 2009. 

[5] Michel E. Marhic, Fiber optical parametric amplifiers, oscillators, and related devices. Cambridge University Press, 

2007. 

[6] T. Sylvestre, A. Mussot, E. Lantz, and H. Maillotte, “Impact of pump quality on the performances of fibre optical 

parametric amplifiers,” 2008 IEEE/LEOS Winter Top. Meet. Ser., pp. 49–50, 2008. 

[7] T. Torounidis, P. A. Andrekson, and B. Olsson, “Fiber-optical parametric amplifier with 70-dB gain,” IEEE 

Photonics Technol. Lett., vol. 18, no. 10, pp. 1194–1196, 2006. 

[8] M. C. Ho, K. Uesaka, M. Marhic, Y. Akasaka, and L. G. Kazovsky, “200-nm-bandwidth fiber optical amplifier 

combining parametric and Raman gain,” J. Light. Technol., vol. 19, no. 7, pp. 977–981, 2001. 

[9] J. Gao, Y. Cao, F. Chen, B. Sun, and Z. Hu, “Theoretical and simulation analysis of the fiber optical parametric 

amplifier (FOPA) with cascaded structure,” Photonics Optoelectron. Meet. 2011 Optoelectron. Devices Integr., vol. 

8333, p. 83330K–83330K–8, 2011. 

[10] Z. W. Hongna Zhu, Bin Luo, Li Wang, Wei Pan, Lianshan Yan, Jianpeng Zhao, Xiaorong Gao, “Gain optimization 

of one-pump fiber- optical parametric amplifier with optical band-pass filter reducing the idler wave,” Opt. Eng., vol. 

51, no. 6, p. 064301, 2012. 

[11] S. Song, C. T. Allen, K. R. Demarest, and R. Hui, “Intensity-dependent phase-matching effects on four-wave mixing 

in optical fibers,” J. Light. Technol., vol. 17, no. 11, pp. 2285–2290, 1999. 

[12] K. Inoue and T. Mukai, “Experimental Study on Noise Characteristics of a gain-saturated fiber optical parametric 

amplifier,” J. Light. Technol., vol. 20, no. 6, pp. 969–974, 2002. 

[13] T. Torounidis and P. Andrekson, “Broadband single-pumped fiber-optic parametric amplifiers,” IEEE Photonics 

Technol. Lett., vol. 19, no. 9, pp. 650–652, 2007. 

[14] Y. Wu and Y. Wang, “Effect of the Fiber Parameter on the Gain of Fiber Optical Parametric Amplifier,” Photonics 



The National Conference for Postgraduate Research 2016, Universiti Malaysia Pahang 

 

373 

 

Optoelectron. (SOPO), 2012 Symp. on, Shanghai, no. 1, pp. 1–4, 2012. 

[15] M. Takahashi, M. Tadakuma, R. Sugizaki, and T. Yagi, “SBS suppression techniques in highly nonlinear fibers,” 

2010 IEEE Photonics Soc. Summer Top. Meet. Ser. PHOSST 2010, vol. 1, pp. 149–150, 2010. 

 


