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PEKAN

HIGH inipact research and innovation
remainsas Universiti Malaysia Panang's
[UMPI strength 25 the higher learning
institution cantinues to win accolades
bothin Malaysia and abroad.

A recentfeat was when the enviren-
mentally-friendly termitebait, underthe
commercial product name of Pisoptera,
won the 2017 Nationat Innovation Award
INIA} product categary at the Natianal
Innovation and Creative Economy Expo
2017

“UMP's vice-chancellor Professar
Datuk D Daing Nasir lbrahim sald UMP
Ecopesl 5dn Bhd (a subsidiary of UMP),
was responsitle in commercialising the
product, which helps to tackle termites.

He said the product also received
commercial funding facilities through
Commercialisation of Research &
Development Furid [CROF) provided
by Malaysian Technolagy Develapment
Corporation Stn Bhd.

“UMP is committed to continue
focusing on products developed by
the university, which has the potential
ta be commercialised and benefit the
cammunity, including B-Brick [Green
technology-based brick] and DiaClean
[Eco~friendly and henefitting patients
requiring dialysis).

“UMP’s Industrial Technalogy
and Engineering Creativity Space or
NewCleus Centre at the Pekan campus
is where technology hased research is
carried outbafore it entars the market.
Its research centre serves as a plat-
form far stakeholders towerk closlyin
developingindustry based products,”he
said, adding that the NewCleus Centre
5 an impartant compenentin strengt-
hening commercialisation activities in

P.

He said that InCites and Scival -
popular databases used 1o assess the
impact of research for new knowledge
- ranked UMP in first place in terms of
quality of research among the higher
learning institutions in Malaysia, on
Aug$.

“The guality of research is measu-
red from the average citations 2 paper
racelveswhenwaighted over the entire
research areas, a term referred to a5
category normalised citation impact
(ENGi). The CNCI of UMP is 1.26, which
means that UMP's research papersare
26 percentmareimpactful than thewar-
1d average.

“Both databases reported a steady
grovith of UMP -
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“We will first send our students to
«conduct an audit on the respective pre-
‘mise ta identify what has to be done
before the university dentifiesthe areas

the marke, including Pisoptera and
PestKilla, We set the goals through
Viable strategies and our academicians
are passionate enaughtoachisvathem,

‘nomenal growthin citations. The higher:
the number of citations, the more influ-
entialthe paperis,” he said,

Daing said the Malaysian Research
Assessmant [MyRA] scheme ranked
UMPta be afaur star university astysar
followingits humble beginnings asa two.
star university in 2010

The university also received a five
star rating under SETARA 2017

“The InCites and Scival databases
consistently report that UMP has been
researchintensiveandimpactful, antis

he said

Daing said last year, UMP commer-
cialised three new products and one
project received funds amounting to
RM500,000 for commercialisation while
up to October this year, seven new pro-
duicts have been commercialised and
seven projects received funds amoun-
ting to RM2.5 million.
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Dﬁmgsalﬂasamﬂ UMPanchored
by the Faculty of Civil Engineering and
Earth Resources, has identified mere

which require impi Ourste-
dents will be involved in completing
sorme of the minor tasks including cle-
aning and painting. while contractors
will be hired to da the major jobs,” he
said, adding that RM1 million was set
aside for the community university pro-

i

than in the vicinity which will
undergo refurbishment works, which
includas cleaning, painting and repai-
ring.
"Some of the premises were com-
pletely torn down and the occupants
were temporarily relocated elsewhe-
re while their new units were being
cnmpleled Basides the supparl from

Daing strecsed that besides the phy-
sical transformation on the premises,
the programme is also aimed at ensu-
tihg mindset shifts, where the villagers.
were told about the importance of keep
their homes tidy and taget rid of umwan-
ted items.

“Weviantto ansure the homesaffera
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the once sleepy fishing village in Kuala
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for childrentostu-
dy. Besides livingin comfortable homes,
we want the villagers to move along with
the times and toadapttothe changes.

“Theprogrammehashelpedtocraa- |
tejobs for severalcarpenterstiving here
and we hope to link them up with cont=
rattors so they can soon secure regu-
lar jobs. The effort is te transform the
identity of Kuala Pahang to achieve the
facelift objective ta make the village 3
favourite tourist destination and impro-
ve the livelihood of the pecple,” he said.

On its gradustes’ marketability,
Daing said UMP set an culstanding
benchmark lastyear when 35 percent
of its students were able ta secure jobs
comparadtathe B3 percenttarget set by
the Higher Education Ministry.

He hopes UMP will maintain the
remarkable recard this year and ga
on to achieve 94 percent in graduates’
employability.

Despite being a young [15-year-
old] university, he said UMP has been
displaying encouraging progress and
is now ranked within the top 300 best
universities among 11,700 universities
in Asia.

“According to the G5 World Ranking
of Universities for the year 2018, UMP
is ranked in a range between 281 and
290 which places us among the top 2.4
percent bracketin Asizand this sends
massage thatthe university has 2 lotof
prospacts in store for the future.

“My hope is that UMP remains 25 &
part of the extraordinary league, znd
although we do not top the league we
will always remain competitive and
reputable, consistently being amsng
the listed universities and the prefer-
red ones, When we build 2 name for
curselvas, then we will be ameng the
listed universities and preferred ones.

“UMP still has lots of work to doand
we need to strive if we want to attract
the best firms from abroad to spansor
their students to further their studies
here,” he said, adding that UMP should
always remain hungry to achieve more
success on both the domestic and glo-
bal front.



