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ABSTRACT  
 
Malaysia has become a popular destination for many foreign workers since getting 
independence in 1957, owing to its rapidly growing economy and industrialisation. Most of the 
migrant workers in Malaysia are low-skilled or uneducated, and public debate is going on their 
outcome, whether it is substantial or not. The purpose of this study is to manifest the role and 
contribution of imported labour to the Malaysian economy. Evidence is collected from 
secondary sources- journal article, relevant books, and online databases. The review finds that 
the impact of migrant labour on Malaysian growth has not been studied holistically and 
sufficiently. Existing evidence shows that although it is somewhat positive, the public attitude is 
most adverse to illegal and irregular migrants. Therefore, more empirical research is required to 
determine the role of imported temporary workers on the economy of Malaysia, for its ongoing 
vision- to become a high-income nation.  
 

KEYWORDS: low-skilled foreign workers; economic growth; employment; productivity; 
development. 

 

  

mailto:PBS17011@stdmail.ump.edu.my
mailto:rohanahamzah@ump.edu.my
mailto:hasanahmad@ump.edu.my


REFERENCES  
 
Ahmad, I. (2019). Place for migrant workers in our economy. The Star Online, 26 February 2019. 

Retrieved from https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2019/02/26/place-for-
migrant-workers-in-our-economy  

 
Aziz, M. Z. A. (2011). Pendatang asing tanpa izin: Dasar dan pelaksanaannya. Paper presented at 

the Seminar Pekerja Asing dan Pendatang Asing Tanpa Izin di Malaysia, IKMAS, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia, 5 May 2011.  

 
Bachtiar, N., Fahmy, R., & Ismail, R. (2017). The Demand for Foreign Workers in the 

Manufacturing Sector in Malaysia. Putrajaya: Ministry of Higher Education Retrieved from 
http://mycc.my/document/files/PDF%20Dokumen/Foreign%20Labour%20in%20Malaysia
%20Selected%20Works.pdf.  

 
Cecilia, K. (2018). Economist: Manage labour issues to achieve high-income economy. The Star 

Online, 31 March 2018. Retrieved from https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-
news/2018/03/31/economist-manage-labour-issues-to-achieve-highincome-economy  

 

Devadas, S. (2017). Threat or Help?: The Effects of Unskilled Immigrant Workers on National 
Productivity Growth. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3249557 


