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Abstract. Sustainability is incessantly posing challenges when it is studied
juxtaposition with project management. To ensure sustainability companies
undertaking projects ought to set strategic and operational plans that will add
to the project sustainability. Research shows that existing project
management structures do not effectively consider sustainability issues and
therefore need revisions at strategic and operational levels. Similarly, while
the theme of project governance is finding traction in the literature, the
discussion that connects project governance and sustainability in projects is
elusive. This research work is specifically focusing on developing a linkage
between project governance and managing sustainability in projects. There is
an acute scarcity of literature encircling linkage between project governance
and sustainable project management, thus, based on the extensive review of
the literature, this study is one of the pioneering studies to highlight the
relationship between the themes of project governance and sustainable
project management.
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1 Introduction

In the modern times the projects are bieng considered as a way to sustainable
development and it is emphasized that ‘sustainability in projects’ is being
recognized as an evolving field of study. While this theme is finding traction in
academia, there exist challenges for the practitioners and academia regarding the
sustainability-induced changes occurring in managing projects and project
management research, as incorporating sustainability prespectives stretches the
existing field boundaries of project management [1]. According to Silvius [2],
project managers take into consideration only limited aspects of sustainability
criteria while taking decisions in a project. The prime concern that dominates the
managerial decision making process inclides the iron cage of time, cost and quality.
The sustainability criteria scoring somewhat high in the previous studies include
stakeholder inclusion, transparency, and accountability which are undoubtedly
regarded as a function of project governance. Therefore, it is stressed that coping

ISBN: 978-981-336-311-3 DOI: 10.1007/978-981-33-6311-3


mailto:waris@ump.edu.my

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Sirisomboonsuk, P., et al., Relationships between project
governance and information technology governance and their
impact on project performance. International journal of project
management, 2018. 36(2): p. 287-300.

Ma, H., et al., The societal governance of megaproject social
responsibility. International Journal of Project Management,
2017.35(7): p. 1365-1377.

Lau, C,, Y. Lu, and Q. Liang, Corporate social responsibility in
China: A corporate governance approach. Journal of Business
Ethics, 2016. 136(1): p. 73-87.

Liao, L., T.P. Lin, and Y. Zhang, Corporate board and corporate
social responsibility assurance: Evidence from China. Journal of
Business Ethics, 2018. 150(1): p. 211-225.

Elmagrhi, M.H., et al., A study of environmental policies and
regulations, governance structures, and environmental
performance: The role of female directors. Business Strategy and
the Environment, 2019. 28(1): p. 206-220.

Aras, G. and D. Crowther, Governance and sustainability: An
investigation into the relationship between corporate governance
and corporate sustainability. Management Decision, 2008. 46(3):
p. 433-448.

Klettner, A., T. Clarke, and M. Boersma, The governance of
corporate sustainability: Empirical insights into the development,
leadership and implementation of responsible business strategy.
Journal of Business Ethics, 2014. 122(1): p. 145-165.

Hussain, N., U. Rigoni, and R.P. Orij, Corporate governance and
sustainability performance: Analysis of triple bottom line
performance. Journal of Business Ethics, 2018. 149(2): p. 411-432.
Uzma, S.H., Embedding corporate governance and corporate
social responsibility in emerging countries. International Journal
of Law and Management, 2016. 58(3): p. 299-316.

ul Musawir, A., et al., Project governance, benefit management,
and project success: Towards a framework for supporting
organizational strategy implementation. International Journal of
Project Management, 2017. 35(8): p. 1658-1672.

Aarseth, W., et al., Project sustainability strategies: A systematic
literature review. International Journal of Project Management,
2017. 35(6): p. 1071-1083.



52. Silvius, A.G. and M. de Graaf, Exploring the project manager's
intention to address sustainability in the project board. Journal of
Cleaner Production, 2018.



