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Abstract

Creativity studies have been profusely conducted for the past
three decades as its role in every aspect of life has been more
recognized. Against the backdrop of technology utilisation
during the COVID-19 pandemic, current studies have drawn
more attention to the incorporation of creativity in technology-
integrated teaching and learning. This paper calls into question
the interplay between creativity as an essential learning skill
and technology-driven language instructions emphasizing
writing instructions. The Al-powered writing assistant,
Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE), has been used in writing
classrooms as a form of formative assessment to facilitate self-
learning and expedite feedback. When used regularly, AWE is
deemed effective in augmenting students’ writing performance,
especially in an ESL environment. This paper links the models
across three disciplines; writing, creativity, and technology,
while accentuating the role of AWE in fostering creativity.
Consequently, we conceptually proposed the Creative Cognitive
Approach of Writing. Pedagogically, writing teachers who wish
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to embed creativity in their AWE-assisted lessons would benefit
from this paper as they would gain a better understanding of
the theoretical nature of the constructs and their
interconnectivity.
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INTRODUCTION

Technology has advanced to a great extent, stretching its
impact on the entirety of our life. Such progress is due to the
claimed benefits of the use of technology which may feasibly
assist to fulfil if not all, most of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs
(Lester, 2013). The technologies today may have shaped the
way people behave, especially in this era where their
utilization has become a must in households, businesses,
governments, and educational institutions. Therefore,
technology is indispensable, but it must be carefully used
especially concerning a high-stakes area such as education. In
the education scenario, the pandemic has pushed the closure
of schools which affected at least 1.38 billion students
worldwide (UNESCO, 2020). Largely due to the pandemic, use
of technology in the education field has been quite sudden,
and among others, compelled teaching and learning to be
done remotely. Technology is not only seen as a learning tool,
but also to deliver and support learning. With such new
norms, traditional learning has to be viewed from new
perspectives. Online and blended learning practice, for
instance, intensifies, redefining formal learning. These
technology-integrated learning will continue to persist post-
pandemic giving ways to comtemporary learning such as
flexible learning (Burns, 2021; Wang, 2023).

Currently, professional experts in education are exploring

the best possible ways to utilize the online learning tools that
are obtainable and feasible to be employed in the classrooms.
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